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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GB 03)02541 



Basis of the report 

With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to tills report since tiiey do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 

Description, Pages 

1 , 3-6, 9-21 as originally filed 

2, 2a, 7, 7a, 8 filed with telefax on 27.08.2004 



Claims, Numbers 

1 -30 filed with telefax on 27.08.2004 

Drawings, Sheets 

1-11 as originally filed 

. With regard to the language, ail the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless othenvise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48,3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3). ^ 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable fomi. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority In computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. ^ 

The amendments have resulted In the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

SI the claims, Nos.: 31 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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International application No. PCTAaB 03/02541 



^' ° 5?®" established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). ^ 

(;^yjj''^'^'"^*^'^^^^^"^"''^^'^^en<^ents must be refermdto under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Yes: Claims 1 - 22, 23 - 27, 28, 29 - 30 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1 - 22, 23 - 27, 28, 29 - 30 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 1 - 22, 23 - 27, 28, 29 - 30 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB 03/02541 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

The application relates to a display unit for mounting on a post (claims 1 to 22), to a 
display unit with a mount (claims 23 to 27), to a kit of parts for assembling a display unit 
(claim 28) and to a display frame mounted on an erected post (claims 29 and 30). 

Such a display unit according to the preamble of each independent claim is known from 
D1 : GB 2 365 61 1 A, considered therefore as the closest prior art. D2: EP 0 322 302 A2 
discloses a display carrier in an elevated position which can be lowered to facilitate 
changing of the poster, wherein a weight is provided for counterbalancing the display 
carrier. 

Novelty: Neither Di nor D2 disclose a rainwater chaririel. Hence, the subject matter of 
all independent claims is therefore new with respect to the disclosure of DI or D2 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 

Inventive step: The present application solves the problem of rainwater running down 
the post onto which the display unit is mounted, which rainwater could harm the 
displayed material or the interior of the display unit. 

According to DI this problem is solved by a sealing ring being compressed by the two 
halves forming the top cover of the display unit housing to prevent the water from 
entering the interior of the unit. D2 is completely silent about the problem of rainwater 
entering the display unit. 

The solution to the rainwater problem provided by the present application, a rainwater 
channel to guide the rainwater in a controlled manner through the display unit is entirely 
different from the prior art. It advantageously avoids the problem of having a seal which 
could develop a leakage over the years of exposure to ambient weather conditions. 
Such a different technical solution does not result In an obvious manner from the 
disclosure of DI. Since D2 is silent about this problem at all, also a combination of DI 
and D2 cannot give any indication towards the claimed solution. 

Hence, the subject matter of the independent claims involves an inventive step with 
respect to the disclosure of D1 (Article 33(3) PCT). 

The same applies to claims 2 to 22, 24 to 27 and 30 dependent from the above claims. 
The Industrial applicability of a display unit as claimed in the present application is 
obvious (Article 33(4) PCT). 
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IS 



It is kno« from oa'asessii to provia. «. inMxi«lly 
ill,^inat«i Sign =o,.s«i?inS « « l-M^ 

tr«>sp.r«lt -l»ao». TbS t™e «»1 transparent vtndo- 
constituta a -aatner prooe housing -Mch may ba .open»l 
downwardly. A po«t«: raoaiving ^ folding ma«» xs 
providad which is vertically slidable in tha housing ^ . The 
pre-oharacterising £-«ur.. of claim 1 are taown fr^m this 
document:. ' 

It is.kno^ frcasi BP 0322302 to provide a display^; 
carrier which facilitates^he display of a poster in an 
elevated position. The display carrier may be lowered to 
facilitate changing of the poster. P. weight is provided to 
counterbalance the display carrier. 

Viewed txtm a first aspect the present invention 
provides a display unit for mounting on a post, the display 
voxit comprising a motmt mountable on the post, a top cover 
and a display carrier for displaying a poster or a sxgn. 
the display carrier being moyably coupled to the mount; 
wherein, in use, the display carrier is locatable in a 
first position for displaying the poster .or sign, the 
display carrier being movably coupled to the mount; and is 
movable to a second position, lower than the first 
: position, for changing the poster or sign; characterised in 
that the display unit further comprises a rainwater channel 
for mounting around the post, the rainwater channel, in 
use, protecting the internal surfaces of the display unit 
from any water running down the surface of the post. 
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Thus, the poster or sign may be changed by lowering 
the display carrier relative to the mount. Preferably, - the 
second position is at or proximal to gi-ound level so tHat 
5 the poster or sign may be changed without the need for .a 
ladder or lifting apparatus. The post is preferably a J^- 
lamppost - * • • - - . 

The display unit is preferably provided with a display 
10 surface for displaying the-poster or sign. The displaar*' 
surface may be provided behind the poster or sign ;to 
provide support. Alternatively, the display surface may be 
at least partially transparent and located in front of the 
sign or poster. The sign or poster is preferably removably 
15 attached to the display surface. The display surface is 
preferably defined by a sheet element, although it may 
equally be defined by a frame member or frame assembly. If 
the display surface is defined by a sheet element, the 
sheet element is preferably at least partially transparent. 
20 The display sxurface is preferably substantially the saiae 
size and/or shape as the poster or sign. 

Preferably, the display carrier is suspended from the 
mount . 
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or: poster is preferably removably attached to tbe display . 
surface. " . 

The display unit preferably also has at least one . 
aperture through which the poster or .the sign is view^d.- 

. 

According to a still further aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a display unit con5>rising a 
mount, a top cover and a display carrier for displaying a 
poster or a sign, the display carrier being movably cqjjpied 
to the mount, wherein, in use, the display carrier is 
locatable in a first position for displaying the poster or 
sign, and is movable to a second position, lower than the 
first position, for changing the poster or sign,- 
characterised in that the display unit comprises a 
mechanism for at least partially counter-balancing the 
weight of the display carrier, or for isiasing the display 
carrier towards said first position,- the display unit 
apparatus further cot«prising a rainwater channel for 
mounting around the post, the rainwater channel, in use, 
protecting the internal surfaces of tbe display unit from 
any water rvaming down the surface of the post. 

According to a yet sfcill further aspect of the present 
invention there is provided a display frame mounted on an 
erected post vdier^^y the post has holes alignisd 
horisontally and a threaded rod or pin is inserted through 
tbe aligned holes and retained in position, the display 
frame foartber con^rising sign changing means having a sign 
or poster carrier assembly attached to a drop-down support 
legs such that the sign or poster carrier asseotoly can be 
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lowered from the display frame; characterised in that the 
apparatxis further comprises^ circular profile tube which 
is used as a rainwater channel and has holes which, align 
with the horizontally aligned holes in the post, and a '^op 
cover moulding is fitted toithe post prior to attachment, of 
the other display frame components. 

This arrangement: allows the dov/nward motion of the> 
display carrier to be nore resadily controlled and, thu£,. 
improves the safety of the display lanit. >i , 



m iioi n one 
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According to a still further aspect of the 
present invention there "is provided a means for 
moionting a display frame* on arv erected post whereby 
the post has holes aligned horizontally which may toe . 
integral with the post prior to installation/ a S{ 
threaded rod or pin is inserted through the aligned 
holes and retained in position/, preferably there are" 
provided two sets of aligned holes in spaced 
relation, one above the other with a threaded rod .or 

pin inserted and retained in each set of aligned 
holes/ a circular prof^^le tube which is used as a x;ain 
water channel and has holes which align with the ^- 
horizontally aligned holes in the post, emd a top cover 
moulding are fitted to the post prior to attachment of 
the other display unit components - 

Preferably/ there are provided two sets of 
aligned holes in spaced relationr one above the other 
20 with a threaded rod or pin inserted and retained in 
each set of aligned holes. With the preferred 
embodiment/ a circular profile tube which is used as 
a rain water channel and has holes which align with 
the horizontally aligned holes in the post, and a top 
23 cover moulding are fitted to the post prior to 

attachment of the other display unit components. 

Preferably/ located at the top of the main 
chassis and mounted on the upper front and rear 

30 plates are several spring loaded conistant pull 
retraction devices known to be used for signage 
support. Although these are located in this position 
they could also easily be attached inside the drop- 
down support leg and at the lower position of the 

35 sign or poster carrier. 

Preferably/ each drop-down support leg is 
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CIAIMS : - . ; ■'■ - 

1 A display unit (1) for mounting on ^ post (2) , tlxe 
a^splay unit comprising a mount (2X) mounta^le on tKe ■ 
post, a tpp cover (17) and a display . carrier (41) for 
displaying a poster or a 3ign, the display carrier ^exng 
movably coupled to tHe mciunt; wHerein, in use, the ; . 
display carrier is loca.al^le in a first position £0^ 
displaying the poster or sign, the display carrier ^xng 
■ ^vably coupled to the «.unt. and is movable to a second 
position, lower than the,f irst position, fbr chang,x.g the 
poster or sign; characterised in that the display uxxxt 
further con^rises a rainwal.er channel (19) for mounting 
around the post, the rainwater channel, in use, • 
protecting the internal surfaces of the display unxt from 
any water running down the surface of the post. 

2 A display unit (l) as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
slid second position is at or proximal to ground level. 

3 A display unit (1) as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, 
wherein the display carrier (41) is suspended from the 

25 4 A display unit (l) as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the display carrier (41) is suspended 
substantially within the mount (21) , when located in said 
first position- 

30 5. - A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding 
claim. Wherein the display carrier (41) is located 



20 
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substantially vertically below the mount, when located in 
said second position. , 

6. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the display carrier (41). is lowerableTr-.* 
substantially vertically from the mount from the first 
position to the second position. ... ■ 

7. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding; glaim 
wherein the display cari-ier (41) comprises at least one 
display surface (77, 79) foid said at least one display 
surface is visible through an aperture in the display 
xinit (21) , when located in said first position. 

8. A display unit (l) as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the display carrier (41) ax«a the mount 
(21) are oriented substantially concentrically. 

9. A display unit {l)as. claimed in any preceding claim 
further con5»rising at least one guide member (50) to 
guide the display carrier (41) , 



10. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the display carrier (41) is constrained to 

25 move coaacially with regard to the display unit. 

11. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding 
claim, wherein the display carrier (41) is suspended from 
the movmt by at least one support element (63) . 

3D 
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12. A display vuiit (L) acclaimed in claim 11 in which 
each support element (€3) ^is attached along the upper' 
edge of the display carrier - 

5 IS. A display unit (X) as claimed in claims 11 snd iS, 

wherein each support element (63) is a wire. 

•J- 

• - 14. A display unit (1) as claimed in any one of claims 
11, 12 or 13 wherein the at least one support element _ 

10 (S3) biases the display carrier (41), in use, towards- 
said £irst position. — /- 

15- A display vmit £1) as claimed in any of claims 11 to 
14, wherein each support element (63) is self -retracting. 

16. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding claim 
comprising a biasing mechanism (65) for biasing the 
display carrier (41) towards said first position. 

17. A display vuiit (1) as claimed in any preceding claim 
con^rising a co\inter-balance mechanism for at least 
partially coimter-balancing the weight of the display 
carrier (41) . 

25 18. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding claim 
which is oval or elliptical in transverse cross -sect ion. 

19. A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding claim 
further comprising a. display surface (77, 7 9), wherein 
30 said display sxirf ace is sized to receive a 4 sheet 
poster. 
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20 A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding claim 
further con?>rising a display surfjLce {77, 79). wherein ' 
said display siarface is sized to receive a 6 sheet ^ 
poster - • . t 

21- A display unit (1) as claimed in any preceding ^^j- 
claim, provided with at least one" light. V 

22. A display unit (1) .as claimed in claim .21 , wherein - ' 
the at least one light is a backlight. • - 

23. A display unit (1) comprising a mount (21), a top 
ca^^er (17) and a display carrier (41) for displaying a 
poster or a sign, the display carrier being movably 
coupled to the mount, wherein, in use, the display 

. carrier is locatable in a first position for displaying 
the poster or sign, and is movable to a second position, 
lower than the first position, for changing the poster or 
sign; characterised in that the display unit comprises a 
mechanism (65) for at least partially counter -balancing 
the weight of the display carrier, or for biasing the 
display carrier towards said first position; the display 
unit further comprising a rainwater channel (19) for 
inounting around the post, the rainwater channel, in use. 
protecting the internal surfaces of the display unit from 
any water running down the surface of the post. 

24. A display unit tl) as claimed in any preceding claim 
in combination with a lamppost (2) , wherein the display 
Tinit is fixedly mounted on the lainppost. 
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25. A display unit (1) as_claimed in claim 24, whexeipa. 
the display unit is provided with two display surfaces . 
(77. 79) provided on opposite sides of the lamppost (2) . 

t -26. A display unit (1) as claimed in claim 24 or cla^m • 
25, wherein the lamppost "(2) has a transverse hole |. ; 
provided therethrough, said mount (21) comprising a . y 
threaded bolt which e^ctends through said transverse f^ole 
to movuat the display unit-. 
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27. A display ^xclit CD acclaimed in claim 24, 25 o^ 25, 
wherein an electrical connection is provided from the 
lamppost (2) to the display unit for supplying 
electricity to a light. 

28. A kit of parts for assembling a display unit (1) as 
claimed in any preceding claim. 

29. A display frame (1) mounted on an erected post (2) 
whereby the post has holes (7) aligned horizontally and a 
threaded rod or pin (9, 11) is inserted through the 
aligned holes and retained in position, the display frame 
further comprising sign changing means having a sign or 
poster carrier assembly <41) attached to a drop-down 
support legs (4S) such that the sign or poster carrier 
assembly can be lowered from the display frame,- 
characterised in that the apparatus further con?>rises a 
circular profile tube which is lAsed as a rainwater 
channel (19) and has holes which align with the 
horizontally aligned holes in the post, and a top cover 
moulding (17) is fitted to the post prior to attachment 
of the other display frame components. 
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30 A display frame (1) as claimed in claim 29. whexe^n 
two sets of aligned holes (7) are provided in spaced 
relation, one above the other with a threaded rod or pin 
(9, XI) inserted and retained in each sec of aligned^ . 
holes, . 
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